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Introduction 

In our EYFS at Rupert House, we want every child to have the best possible start in life, and we aim to enable them to fulfil their potential.   

We seek to provide - 

• Quality and consistency of teaching, learning and play 

• A secure foundation of knowledge and understanding of all areas of learning 

• A strong partnership between school and families 

• Equality of opportunity, fair access and unbiased opportunities 

Guided by the EYFS statutory requirements, our curriculum places a strong emphasis on the unique developmental needs of each child in our 

setting. With a focus on the three prime areas of communication and language, physical development, and personal, social, and emotional 

development, alongside the four specific areas of literacy, mathematics, understanding the world, and expressive arts and design, we are 

committed to providing a holistic learning environment that nurtures the whole child.  

We understand that - 

• Children’s learning is often based on their interests, and our plans are always flexible 

• Depth in early learning is much more important than covering lots of things in a superficial way 

• Effective pedagogy is a mix of different approaches.  Children learn through play, by adults modelling, by observing each other and 

through guided learning and direct teaching. 

This policy outlines our dedication to meeting the EYFS standards, ensuring that each child is supported, challenged, and encouraged to 

flourish in their early educational journey. We invite parents to join us as active partners, fostering a collaborative community that places the 

child at the centre of their learning experience. 
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Areas of Learning 

The Early Years curriculum is split into 7 areas of learning. There are 3 Prime areas; Communication and Language (CL), Personal, Social and 

Emotional (PSED) and Physical Development (PD). The 4 other areas are Literacy (L), Maths (M), Understanding the World (UW) and Expressive 

Arts and Design (EAD). Children need to have successfully met the 3 prime areas and most of the 4 other areas to achieve ‘Good Level of 

Development’ against the ELG’s by the end of Reception. Please see the tables stating the criteria for both Nursery and Reception against 

Development Matters and the ELG’s.  

Personal, Social, and Emotional Development: Focussing on nurturing and developing children's emotional well-being, positive relationships 

and confidence. We plan and deliver activities, using the Jigsaw program, that encourage social interaction, self-regulation, positive views 

about themselves and others and deeper thinking into their own views and opinions. 

 

Communication and Language: Communication and language development are crucial in the early years. This area concentrates on enhancing 

children's speaking and listening skills, vocabulary expansion, and early literacy. Through a rich language environment and diverse experiences, 

children develop the foundation for effective communication, both verbally and non-verbally. 

 

Physical Development: Physical development promotes fine and gross motor skills, coordination, and spatial awareness. Children learn about 

keeping healthy and making healthy lifestyle choices, e.g. healthy eating and oral health. 

 

Literacy: Literacy skills are reading and writing. We teach early reading and writing skills, introducing children to letters by way of phonics, 

using the Twinkl phonics scheme 4 times a week. We read stories, have discussions, encourage talking partners, develop listening skills, 

encourage early writing through various mark making techniques and always have a variety of Literacy recourses readily available to the 

children. 

 

Maths: Maths in the early years focuses on building a strong numerical foundation to 10. Children explore concepts such as counting, shapes, 

patterns, and subitising through hands-on activities as well as input from class teachers. This area fosters a curiosity and love for number and 

problem-solving skills. 
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Understanding the World: Understanding the World encourages children to explore and make sense of their environment. EYFS work at half 

termly topics, to fully engage the children and encourage their young, inquisitive minds. We get to know the children and talk about their 

interests and ideas collectively, developing activities based on our knowledge of the individual child. The children have access to investigations, 

technology, cultures and the past throughout the academic year. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: Expressive Arts and Design encourages creativity through various forms, including art, music, movement, and 

imaginative play. Children are encouraged to explore, experiment and express themselves. 

 

Time allocation  

Time allocation takes the form of a timetable in both Nursery and Reception, that recognises the importance of optimising and capturing every 

moment, to allow children’s learning and development. We follow the Statutory EYFS Guidance, and our curriculum is designed to allocate 

time purposefully across various subjects, activities, and experiences.  

In Reception, Phonics, Maths, PSED, Understanding the World are taught in the mornings. Specialist lessons, involving other, specialist 

teachers (Computing, Music, Games, P.E, Swimming, French) also take place in the mornings, allowing the afternoons to embrace free-flow 

activities and continuous provision across the EYFS classes.  

Flexibility is embedded in our approach, allowing staff to make changes to the timetable or lessons, based on the evolving needs and interests 

of the children. We encourage themed days such as International Week, World Book Day, Pyjama Day and Sports Day to enhance the 

children’s learning experiences and make fun memories for all.  

 

SEND Inclusion 

In alignment with our commitment to providing an inclusive and accessible learning environment, our curriculum prioritises the needs of all 

children, including those with SEND. We recognise the unique abilities and diverse learning styles of each child, and our teachers work 

collaboratively with parents, specialists, and support staff to develop personalised strategies that cater to individual requirements. Our 

inclusive approach ensures that every child feels valued and supported, fostering an environment where diversity is celebrated. Regular 

assessments, in consultation with our school SENDCo, parents and external professionals, guide our efforts in tailoring learning experiences to 
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meet the specific needs of children with SEND. We strive to create a nurturing space where every child, regardless of their abilities or 

challenges, can thrive and achieve their full potential within the EYFS framework. 

 

Outdoor Learning  

We understand that children benefit enormously from being outside and taking their learning opportunities outdoors can increase the quality 

of their learning and development. Outdoor learning takes the classroom outside in most weathers. This provides children with rich, nature-

based experiences including safe risk taking. EYFS children go to our purpose built Outdoor Learning site once a week. Reception go for a 

whole morning, typically on a Friday, and Nursery spend their Monday mornings at the site when numbers are biggest to enable all children to 

attend. We adhere to strict adult to child ratios, asking for parent helpers where necessary. All EYFS are taken in the school minibus, whenever 

possible. Occasionally, Reception will walk - always with the correct number of adults.  

The children engage with all things outdoors, from bug hunts and making leaf crowns, to using bow saws and toasting marshmallows on the 

fire. The sessions are planned for the term and are planned appropriately for the season. Our school Outdoor Learning Lead is present for tool 

use and fire lighting. 

 

Assessment and Reporting  

Assessment and reporting play an important part of a child’s learning within EYFS, therefore ensuring a comprehensive understanding of each 

child by the class teacher of each child's learning journey.  

Formative assessments, embedded throughout daily activities, allow staff in Reception and Nursery to monitor progress daily, identify 

strengths, and address areas requiring additional support. Staff in Reception use tracking logs to determine whether a child is ‘on track’ or ‘not 

on track’. We use Tapestry, the online learning journey that both parents and staff can contribute to, to create the learning profile. Daily 

conversations with families at drop off. Parents are given the chance to meet formally with the class teacher once a term. Formal reports are 

sent in the Autumn term and the Summer term for both Nursery and Reception. Staff give verbal feedback to the child, both positive and 

constructive and the children are given the chance to make edits to their work if necessary. Reception children occasionally adopt the school’s 

‘Purple Pen of Power’ for the children to self-evaluate and self-correct. 
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Summative assessments are made at the end of Reception, tracking whether the children have gained a Good Level of Development (GLD) 

against the Early Learning Goal (ELG) criteria. Primarily it is the class teacher’s professional judgement, however the records from Tapestry, 

termly phonics and maths assessments, also help monitor this.  

Both Nursery and Reception do baseline assessments at the beginning of the academic year. Quest is used for the Baseline and throughout the 

year to monitor progress. Both year groups do phonics testing and Reception split into ability groups from the Autumn Term. Nursery work in 

ability groups from the Spring Term. 

Resources  

To enhance our teaching and the learning experiences of the children, we use a variety of resources.  We use Twinkl Phonics for phonics 

learning, our Maths teaching is with White Rose and Espresso by Discovery Education for topic and all areas of leaning support. For sharing 

with parents our learning, observations, assessing and reporting we use Tapestry. Children have supervised access to technology including, 

iPads, PCs and interactive boards.   

Partnership with Parents  

At our school, we greatly value the partnership between parents and educators in nurturing the development of our Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS) learners. Recognising that parents are the first teachers of their children, we actively seek to establish a collaborative relationship 

that fosters open communication, mutual trust, and shared responsibility. We believe that by working together, we can create a supportive 

learning environment that extends beyond the classroom.  Through regular communication channels, parent-teacher meetings, written reports 

and weekly Tapestry posts, we strive to involve parents in their child's educational journey, encouraging them to actively contribute insights, 

celebrate achievements, and address any concerns. This partnership ensures a seamless transition between home and school, reinforcing the 

foundation for a positive and enriching educational experience for our children in the EYFS.  
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EYFS Topics - Our topics are flexible and can change depending on children’s interests or the individual class.   

Reception Topics 

Academic Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

2022/2023 All About Me Celebrations Celebrations The Natural 
World 

Henley Fantastic Future 

2023/2024 All About Me Celebrations Celebrations The Natural 
World 

Our Local Area On the Farm 

2024/2025 All About Me Once upon a time Celebrations Eco world Farm Summer  

2025/2026 All About Me Once upon a time Celebrations Spring Time On the Farm Summer Fun/ 
Fantastic Future 

 

Nursery Topics 

Academic Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

2022/2023 I Am and I Can! -Autumn 
-Christmas 

-We are Polar 
Explorers! 
-Winter 

Life Cycles Our Emotions 
 

Traditional Tales 

2023/2024 I Am and I Can! 
 

-Autumn 
-Christmas 
 

-We are Polar 
Explorers! 
-Winter 

-It’s Spring! 
-Let’s Grow 

Our Emotions  
-Our School 
Values 

Tell Me a Story 

2024/2025 I Am and I can! Christmas 
Celebrations 

Stories and Fairy 
Tales 

Springtime and 
Easter 

Growing and 
changing 

Summer fun 

2025/2026 I Am and I can! Christmas 
Celebrations 

Stories and Fairy 
Tales 

Springtime and 
Easter 

Growing and 
changing 

Summer fun 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 8  

 

Development matters and Early Learning Goals 

 

Below is the Development Matters curriculum, September 2023.  We use these statements to help us meet the requirements of the EYFS 

Statutory Framework and to ensure that careful sequencing will help children to build their learning over time.   
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